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An Introduction to Cryptocurrency  

Show Notes 

Guest: 

• Graham Dobbs, Senior Economist, The Dais at Toronto Metropolitan University 

Episode Summary:  

Graham Dobbs from TMU discusses the basics of cryptocurrency. Graham explains 

that cryptocurrency, unlike traditional currency, is a decentralized digital form of 

money, often managed through blockchain technology. He explores types of 

cryptocurrencies, such as Bitcoin, altcoins, and stable coins, and discusses the 

security risks, volatility, and privacy features that distinguish them from traditional 

currencies. Graham also considers how cryptocurrencies may act more as a 

speculative investment than as practical currency substitutes. This episode offers 

listeners an informative look into cryptocurrency’s complex role in today’s economy, 

highlighting both its potential and challenges. 

Websites: 

• Government of Canada - Cryptocurrency Awareness: 

www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/payment/digital-

currency.html  

Key Terms and Definitions: 

• Cryptocurrency: A digital form of money that is decentralized and exists only 

electronically. 

• Bitcoin: The first and most widely known cryptocurrency, designed to facilitate 

peer-to-peer transactions without a bank. 

• Altcoin: Alternative cryptocurrencies developed to improve upon or differentiate 

from Bitcoin. 

• Stablecoin: A type of cryptocurrency pegged to a stable reserve asset like the 

U.S. dollar or gold to minimize volatility. 

http://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/payment/digital-currency.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/payment/digital-currency.html


 

• Blockchain: The technology that underpins cryptocurrencies, functioning as a 

decentralized, public ledger of transactions. 

• Virtual Wallet: A digital tool used to store and manage cryptocurrency securely. 

• Crypto Exchange: A platform where users can buy, sell, and trade 

cryptocurrencies. 

• Mining: The process of verifying cryptocurrency transactions on a blockchain by 

solving complex computations. 

• Fiat Currency: Traditional government-backed money, such as dollars or euros. 

• Volatility: Rapid and unpredictable changes in value, common with many 

cryptocurrencies. 

• NFT (Non-Fungible Token): A unique digital asset often used to represent digital 

art or collectibles within a blockchain. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Have you invested in cryptocurrency or considered it? What drew you to it, or 

what made you cautious? 

• How would you compare your experience with cryptocurrency to traditional 

investments like stocks or savings? 

• If you’ve had a positive or negative experience with cryptocurrency, what lessons 

did you take away? 

• How do you handle the volatility of cryptocurrency? Do you have strategies to 

manage the risks? 

• What are some common misconceptions about cryptocurrency you’ve 

encountered, and how have you learned the reality? 

• For anyone who’s experienced losses or gains in crypto, how has it impacted 

your approach to other investments? 

• If you were advising someone new to cryptocurrency, what would be the most 

important thing for them to consider? 

Share what you learned with us in this episode of the Dollars Seen Differently podcast. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2ajY-6mcN0iNO6WYKvUQgLvZwTaQIXVJuvoiFflXZltUM0xGSVgwMVI4TDZINVo2VFJIT05CWDRDMyQlQCN0PWcu

