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MISSION 
To change what it is to be blind through innovative programs and powerful advocacy 
that enable Canadians impacted by blindness to live the lives they choose. 

Values: Collaboration Empowerment Inclusiveness Innovation Integrity Passion 

STRATEGIC AMBITIONS 
#1 Boosting participation in the world of work 

A job is so much more than just a paycheque: it’s a means to self-reliance, a source of identity 
and pride and a gateway to a brighter future. From the moment children are old enough to 
dream what they’ll be when they grow up, through every stage of their education and careers, 
we’re fuelling their ambitions and championing their equal participation in the world of work. 

#2 Unleashing the power of technology 

Technology can level the playing field for people who are blind or partially sighted, but only 
when it’s accessible, available and affordable. We’re fighting to connect people of all ages with 
the cutting-edge technology they need and want and helping them build the skills to capitalize 
on its potential. 

#3 Driving achievement and equality 

Life is a beautiful, wonderful, complicated thing. Life with blindness should be no different. 
We’re empowering people who are blind or partially sighted to lead independent, active lives 
and chase their dreams – and we’re smashing the stigma and barriers that stand in their way. 
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Believing in a limitless future 

We’re taking bold action to create the bright future that Canadians impacted by blindness 
want, expect and deserve. Together, we’re working toward true equality, universal accessibility 
and absolute inclusion. 

Through Come to Work, we’ve partnered with 30 employers to create full-time/part-time/ 
contract work and paid internships/returnships, and we have 400 talent pool members, with 
a quarter of them employed. For those interested in entrepreneurship, we’ve created the 
Venture Zone Game, an app where players learn business skills. 

We’re continuing to connect participants with technology through Phone It Forward, a 
program that provides smartphones to Canadians with sight loss. This year, we also worked 
with Microsoft Canada to help facilitate beta testing of Soundscape, an app that empowers 
users to explore the world through a 3D audio experience. 

We welcomed a quintessentially Canadian icon to champion our cause. In November, Ben 
Mulroney joined the CNIB Foundation family as our brand ambassador. 

Three years ago, we opened our very first CNIB Community Hub in Toronto. Today, we also 
have dynamic spaces in Kingston, London, Montreal, Ottawa, and Sudbury. 

As part of Guide Dog Awareness Month, we encouraged everyone to become Guide 
Dog Champions to raise awareness about the rights of guide dog teams and the legal 
responsibilities of business owners. In November, CNIB Guide Dogs celebrated the Class of 
2019 with 25 partnerships. 

In 2019, Bill C-81 – the Accessible Canada Act – received Royal Assent by the Governor 
General. The passing of this historic legislation will require the Government of Canada and 
organizations under federal jurisdiction to ensure public spaces, workplaces, employment 
services and information are accessible. 

But none of this would be possible without you – our supporters, participants, volunteers, 
partners, and champions. Thank you for believing in a limitless future for people with sight 
loss and working with us to transform our communities into beacons of accessibility and 
inclusion, where everyone can live, work and play without barriers. 

John M. Rafferty 
President & CEO 

Robert Penner 
Chair, National Board of Directors



2

Our response to a global pandemic 
When we started to understand the harsh reality of COVID-19, our team had a decision to make; 
to take shelter and come out when it is safe again, or rush to the front line and do everything we 
can to minimize the impact on the people we serve. I am proud to say, we chose the latter and 
faced the challenge head on. 

As an organization with a mandate to remove barriers for Canadians impacted by blindness and 
provide them with the tools they need to live the lives they choose, we knew the need for our 
programs would be at an all-time high during this unprecedented time of isolation. 

In March, we committed to calling more than 10,000 participants to check in and ask how 
we could help. The response resulted in the creation of hundreds of new virtual programs for 
thousands of Canadians – and most of these programs are here to stay. Whether it was career 
support, tech training, youth groups, book clubs, coffee chats, or essential grocery/prescription 
shopping for those in need, we leveraged every opportunity to ensure our community stayed 
connected and felt supported. 

Those thousands of conversations led to advocacy initiatives, including a campaign to highlight 
the impracticality of physical distancing for many Canadians with sight loss, which resulted in 
significant media coverage and social media engagement. 

This is just the beginning. We’ll continue to adapt to meet the evolving needs of our 
community. 

Angela Bonfanti 
Senior Vice President, Programs 

Meet Mary & Kristin 

When Nova Scotia’s Mary Cogswell was matched with 
Kristin, a medical student at Dalhousie University, 
there was an instant connection. Since 2014, Kristin 
has been visiting Mary and providing sighted 
assistance as part of our Vision Mate program. 

“Mary is awesome, she’s been the best part of 
volunteering,” explains Kristin. “She has such a great 
personality. It’s really nice to have a friend like her.” 

Since COVID-19 began, Mary and Kristin call each other 
more often. Despite the 50-year age gap, they get on 
like a house on fire. Pandemic or no pandemic, their 
friendship is here to stay. 2
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Championing 
accessibility and inclusion 

The CNIB Foundation’s advocacy efforts seek to drive 
achievement and equality for Canadians with sight 
loss. We’re proud to work alongside Canadians who 
are blind or partially sighted to smash the stigma and 
barriers that stand in their way. 

• Bill C-81 – The Accessible Canada Act – is now 
law! This historic legislation will help create a 
barrier-free Canada. The Government of Canada 
and organizations under federal jurisdiction are 
now required to ensure public spaces, workplaces, 
employment services and information are 
accessible. 

• Accessibility in the federal election. We worked 
with Elections Canada to educate Canadians 
with sight loss about accessible voting options. 
We hosted numerous training sessions where 
attendees tested the accessibility features of the 
tools provided by Elections Canada. 

• Encouraging the federal government to 
fund cutting-edge technology. We launched 
an advocacy campaign, #TechNow!, to ensure 
all aspects of the federal government are 
complemented with accessible technology and 
programs. As part of the campaign, Canadians 
sent more than 2,000 letters to federal candidates 
and spoke at local town halls across the country. 

• Advocating for described video. When three Canadian broadcasters petitioned the 
Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) to exempt them 
from providing described video (DV) to non-Canadian programs, we launched an advocacy 
campaign. Our efforts resulted in an amended condition of license for Bell Media Inc., Corus 
Entertainment Inc. and Rogers Media Inc. These Canadian broadcasters must provide DV for 
primetime programming – except for U.S. programming received less than 24 hours prior to 
air. We continue to meet with broadcasters to improve access to described video. 

Quebec Senator Marie-
Françoise Mégie pictured with 
the CNIB Foundation’s Diane 
Bergeron & guide dog Lucy 
during consultations for the 
Accessible Canada Act.
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As part of Guide Dog Awareness Month, 
we launched an advocacy campaign 
on the access rights of guide dog 
partnerships. The message: Guide dogs 
belong everywhere. It’s the law. Through 
digital billboards and transit posters, 
Canadians were encouraged to show their 
support for guide dog partnerships by 
visiting GuideDogChampions.ca. 

Our staff, volunteers, ambassadors, and 
advocates encouraged businesses to join 
the campaign by displaying window decals. 

Creating an accessible Canada 

• As part of the 2020 federal government pre-budget consultations, we recommended the 
Government of Canada: 

Strengthen Canada’s workforce by investing $3 million over three years in our Come to Work 
program. 

Invest $40 million in a workplace accessibility fund to form the basis of a national assistive 
devices program. 

Invest $12 million over four years to transition 13,000 Canadians with print disabilities – who 
are receiving CDs through Canada Post – to a direct-to-download model using refurbished 
smartphones. 

Donate smartphones to our Phone It Forward program as government-issued smartphones 
are replaced. 

• We are empowering businesses and organizations to ensure everyone can benefit 
from barrier-free communities. CNIB Frontier Accessibility has provided customized 
solutions for major organizations, including RBC, Service Canada and VIA Rail. The 
revenue has been directed to the CNIB Foundation. 

• Going above and Beyond Print. It was an exceptional year for our accessible publishing 
department, now known as Beyond Print. With 2.7 million braille pages embossed, 
550,000 single title CDs burned, 575 new CNIB audio titles and more, we’re gaining 
momentum in the Canadian publishing industry.

http://GuideDogChampions.ca
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CNIB Guide Dogs
• Class of 2019! Twenty-five 

partnerships (14 Guide 
Dogs, 7 Buddy Dogs & 4 
Ambassador Dogs) from 
across Canada graduated 
at ceremonies in St. John’s, 
Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, 
and Vancouver. All of them 
were livestreamed on 
Facebook. 

• Expanding into Western 
Canada. Eight future 
guide dogs are being 
raised in Calgary and 
Regina. 

• Guide Dog AdvoCamp. 
Generously sponsored by 
Royal Canin and hosted 
by CNIB Lake Joe, the 
inaugural Guide Dog 
AdvoCamp provided 
advocacy training as 
well as canine health and 
nutrition workshops for 
handlers across Canada. 

"Thank you for giving me my 
freedom and independence 
back.”  

- Tracy Garbutt, Winnipeg 

Dollars for Dogs 

Sponsoring a puppy was an easy decision for Mary and John Crocker. 

“When we learned CNIB Guide Dogs believes everyone who would like to have a guide dog 
should have that opportunity, regardless of financial circumstances, we decided to become 
sponsors,” says Mary. “It’s gratifying to know exactly where our sponsorship contribution goes.” 

In recognition of their sponsorship, the Crockers had an opportunity to name a dog. They chose 
Queenie in honour of Mary’s beloved childhood dog. Queenie became a Buddy Dog – she’s 
partnered with Mason, a 9-year-old boy with sight loss in Ontario. 

After spending five minutes together, Mason exclaimed: “I love 
Queenie!” 

Whether it’s feeding, grooming or walking this well-trained family 
pet, Queenie will give Mason an opportunity to care for a dog 
before he explores a guide dog partnership. 

“Hearing about Mason and his bond with Queenie was so 
touching. It’s a pleasure knowing that our gift provides joy and 
companionship,” says Mary. “We know that Queenie will help 
Mason prepare for having a guide dog when he’s older.”
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Encouraging children to shine 

• Nearly 50 children entered the Braille Creative 
Writing Contest! This competition celebrates braille 
literacy and encourages participants to flex their creative 
muscles through stories and poems. 

• We provided accessible content for Canada’s largest 
summer reading program for kids of all ages, all 
interests, and all abilities: the TD Summer Reading 
Club. We transcribed featured books into audio and 
braille and produced program materials in accessible 
formats. 

Meet Maria & Alina 

When BC’s Maria Zeldis heard about a 
children’s music program, it sounded like the 
perfect fit for her seven-year-old daughter, 
Alina. 

“Alina is musically inclined and loves music,” 
says Maria. “We’re always trying to find 
accessible and fun experiences for our 
daughter.” 

The program offers parents an opportunity to 
enjoy music therapy with their children. 

“Not only is this program free to attend, 
but you’re in a group with other people, so 
everyone has an opportunity to connect and 
socialize,” says Maria. “I really appreciate that 
siblings are welcome. I want Alina to have 
things to do with her younger siblings.” 

Through this program, Alina has learned 
about rhythm and new instruments. 

“It’s a relief to be able to take Alina 
somewhere without worrying if other people 
understand blindness and know how to adapt 
their programs,” says Maria. “This program is 
super inclusive, and the instructor is fantastic 
at making the classes accessible to everyone.”
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Empowering youth to thrive 

• Youth from across Canada honed 
their leadership skills. As part of 
our SCORE (Skills, Confidence & 
Opportunities through Recreation 
& Education) program, 12 youth 
attended workshops to build their 
independence while developing pre-
employment skills in a social setting. 

• We handed out scholarships. 
We awarded 30 scholarships 
(undergraduate and Master’s) in 
recognition of student achievements 
and academic aspirations. 

• The CNIB National Youth Council 
expanded its membership. With 19 
members from across Canada, it is the 
largest council we have ever had! 

Meet Curtis 

At 15, Alberta’s Curtis Ruttle is the youngest 
person to hold a seat on the CNIB National 
Youth Council. 

“I’m very involved in local advocacy initiatives, 
and this sounded like a great opportunity to 
give back on a national scale,” says Curtis. “I 
want to be a part of the change for people 
who are blind or partially sighted.” 

The CNIB National Youth Council gives 
members the chance to influence change 
and raise awareness about the issues facing 
young Canadians with sight loss. The council 
also ensures our programs reflect and 
respond to the needs of youth participants. 

“It’s really a collaborative team effort,” says 
Curtis. “This is our community, and we’re here 
to help serve it, together.” 

When he is not in school, Curtis plays hockey 
and volunteers with the CNIB Buddy Group, 
a mentorship program that matches young 
leaders with children who are blind or 
partially sighted. 

“It’s amazing to be able to witness these 
kids growing up. I hope to be a role model 
for them and show them that anything is 
possible.” - Curtis Ruttle, Calgary

7
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Sharing the magic 
of summer camp 

For Nancy Simonot, volunteering with CNIB 
Lake Joe is a family affair. The journey began 
when her son, Matthew, had a life-changing 
experience as a counsellor. 

“Every day he would share these fantastic 
stories with us about the incredible kids and 
the activities they were participating in. My 
husband, Steve, and I knew we had to get 
involved.” 

In the summer of 2015, Nancy’s family held a 
small party at their cottage on Lake Joe and 
asked guests to donate to the camp. 

“After connecting with CNIB Lake Joe, we 
thought it would be great if we could host a 
larger event at the camp to give cottagers a 
glimpse into the magic of this special place,” 
says Nancy. 

CNIB Lake Joe jumped at the opportunity and 
the CNIB Muskoka committee – comprised of 
eight volunteers – has been hosting one of the 
most anticipated events of the summer ever 
since. 

“It keeps getting bigger and better. CNIB Lake 
Joe is such a welcoming place that everyone 
wants to return to and bring their friends and 
families,” says Nancy. 

In addition to her CNIB Muskoka role, Nancy 
also serves on the CNIB Lake Joe Advisory 
Board, a volunteer position she has held for 
three years. 

“As an advisory board member, I have a better 
understanding of all aspects of the camp,” 
says Nancy. “I have insight into the program 
offerings, the people we serve, the challenges 
we face, and I get to see how the fundraising 
dollars enrich the lives of Canadians with 
sight loss.” 

When she reflects on her time with the 
organization, it’s all about making a difference. 

“The fulfillment you get from volunteering is 
something you can’t get from anything else,” 
says Nancy. “At CNIB Lake Joe, you get to 
see how your efforts are helping to change 
people’s lives.” 
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Enriching lives on 
the shores of Lake Joe 

Before visiting CNIB Lake Joe, Emma Van Dyk 
had never met other kids with sight loss. 

“When we arrived, we were given a tour by 
someone with sight loss. Later, we noticed a 
person who was blind teaching a yoga class,” 
says Emma’s mom, Michelle. “We could not 
believe this magical place existed!” 

At CNIB Lake Joe, everyone can enjoy 
canoeing, kayaking, waterskiing, swimming, 
sailing, and fishing – and receive skills training, 
confidence building and ongoing support 
from a community that understands sight 
loss. 

After witnessing a camp counsellor with low 
vision lead an activity, Emma looked up at her 
mother with a giant smile and exclaimed ‘I 
have found my people’. 

“CNIB Lake Joe gave my daughter the 
confidence to truly believe she can 
accomplish anything,” says Michelle. “I can’t 
express how much CNIB Lake Joe means to us 
and so many others. It is a place to reconnect 
and reaffirm that anything is possible.” 

In 2019, CNIB Lake Joe welcomed 1,630 guests. 

International Learning Retreat – CNIB Lake Joe hosted 
its first-ever International Learning Retreat for camp 
professionals serving people with sight loss. Partnering 
with Enchanted Hills Camp, Lighthouse for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired in the United States, we welcomed 
guests from Ontario (Camp Frenda), Manitoba 
(Resource Centre for Manitobans who are Deaf-Blind), 
Ohio (Cleveland Sight Center & Highbrook Lodge) and 
California (Guide Dogs for the Blind). Guests discovered 
new ways to enhance the camp experience and 
benefitted from community building, resource sharing, 
problem solving and idea sharing.
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Boosting participation 
in the world of work 

• Thirty employers joined our Come to Work program. Partner employers provide job 
seekers with work experience. 

• The Venture Zone Game hit the market! Created in partnership with Totem Learning Ltd., 
this app offers an accessible, fun, and risk-free option to gain entrepreneurial experience. 

• Our Come to Work program received $1 million. This federal funding connects talent pool 
members with small and medium-sized enterprises. 

• We launched Connecting the Dots. Attendees learned about current trends and 
innovations, networked, and checked out the latest accessible technologies. 

Meet Paige 

When Saskatchewan’s Paige Andreas 
registered for an employment boot 
camp with the CNIB Foundation, she 
had no idea she would be employed 
by the organization that helped her 
‘chart her course’. 

“I was struggling to find employment. 
I had been turned down for 
many jobs because people didn’t 
understand that I just needed simple 
accommodations,” says Paige. “When 
I heard about the program, I thought 
to myself – what do I have to lose?” 

She describes the boot camp as a 
structured, career-oriented program 
that covers everything from resume 
building to elevator pitches and mock 
interviews. 

“I started volunteering because 
it allowed me to give back to the 
organization,” says Paige. “After two 
months, I was offered an internship.” 

As an intern, she learned about 
workplace culture, media interviews, 
and technology. Today, she’s 
a Program Lead with the CNIB 
Foundation. 

“I felt a huge sense of 
accomplishment because it meant 
someone saw the value in me and 
my work. I feel like I’m making an 
immediate impact on people’s lives.”

-Paige Andreas, Saskatchewan
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Opening doors for talent with sight loss 

Made possible by the RBC Foundation in 
support of RBC Future Launch, the CNIB 
Foundation’s Come to Work program 
provided internships for seven youth. 

“RBC Future Launch is committed to investing 
in opportunities that help young people 
attain work experience, grow their networks, 
develop skills and enhance their mental well-
being,” says Emily Wright, Manager, Youth 
Social Impact, RBC Foundation. “The Come to 
Work program provides that broad spectrum 
of support for youth living with sight loss.” 

Come to Work introduces employers to an 
innovative talent pool of job seekers who are 
blind or partially sighted. 

“Connecting with harder to reach and 
vulnerable individuals is core to RBC Future 
Launch, but helping these individuals prepare 
youth for the changing world of work isn’t 
something RBC can do alone,” says Emily. 
“That’s why we’re partnering with charitable 
organizations across the country, including 
the CNIB Foundation, to help foster change 
that makes a real difference.” 

Program participants gain practical work 
experience, training, and transferrable skills. 

“By investing in programs focused on 
reaching youth and preparing them for the 
next phase of their life, we’re supporting 
Canada’s prosperity,” says Emily. “I’m excited 
to see what the future has in store for the 
Come to Work program and encourage more 
employers to support it.”
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Unleashing the 
power of technology 

• Our Phone It Forward program celebrated its 1st anniversary! Your donations have 
helped us connect more than 450 Canadians with smartphones. 

• Joining forces with Microsoft. We worked with Microsoft to facilitate beta testing 
of Soundscape, an app that empowers users to explore the world through a 3D audio 
experience. 

• Opening doors to more accessible technologies. By fostering partnerships with 
various organizations – including Eschenbach, eSight, Humanware, and more – we are 
ensuring the latest technology is available to our participants. 

Phoning it Forward 
with Louise 

As a retired French teacher, Quebec’s Louise Sylvain was 
eager to see how a smartphone could help her remain 
connected with the world and accomplish everyday 
activities. She was amazed when she learned about the built-
in accessibility features of iOS devices. When she learned she 
was eligible for a smartphone through our Phone It Forward 
program, her surprise quickly turned to joy and gratitude. 

After attending training sessions, she learned how to use the built-in voiceover technology 
to stay connected with family and friends, check the weather, prepare grocery lists, and 
accomplish things that may have seemed impossible only a few years before. Resourceful and 
curious, she has also learned how to personalize and program plenty of apps, including Google 
Home. 

Louise says the smartphone has become a vital tool in her life – helping her become more 
independent and organized, less socially isolated, and, best of all, a part of the modern world. 
She says having a smartphone has made it easier for her to accept her sight loss – empowering 
her to fully participate in life.
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Smashing barriers to 
inclusion through sport 

Lynn Tughan, fundholder for the Geoffrey and 
Edith Wood Charitable Fund, managed by the 
Toronto Community Foundation, wanted to 
support an organization that honoured the 
legacy of Geoffrey Wood and his wife, Edith. 

“Mr. Wood was a great businessman and 
philanthropist,” says Lynn. “He was very 
encouraging of young people and passionate 
about helping people who are striving to 
better themselves.” 

Community members with sight loss often 
miss out on the social, emotional and physical 
benefits of sports and recreation. 

“Knowing our gift is supporting programs 
that are available to people with sight loss 
at little or no cost and giving them an equal 
opportunity to participate is invaluable,” says 
Lynn. 

As a seasoned hockey player, Lynn 
was interested in supporting athletic 
opportunities. 

“Sports teach you important transferrable 
skills and give you that sense of community 
and camaraderie,” says Lynn. “When people 
have a disability, I know there’s a tendency to 
become isolated, but sports can help combat 
that.” 

When she was invited to watch a blind hockey 
game, she jumped at the opportunity to get 
involved. 

“It’s not just about donating money – it’s about 
investing yourself in the organization, and I 
think the CNIB Foundation does a fantastic job 
of providing donors with these opportunities,” 
says Lynn. 

Generous supporters like Lynn Tughan and 
the Geoffrey and Edith Wood Charitable Fund 
enable us to deliver innovative programs and 
powerful advocacy that empower people 
impacted by blindness to live the lives they 
choose.
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Raising funds for the CNIB Foundation

A century of experience has taught us that turning our bold dreams into reality takes a 
community. Our impact is powered by the generosity of people like you. With your support, 
we have the resources to follow through on our goals and empower those we serve to achieve 
theirs. Thank you for making the future bright for people with sight loss. 

• Our signature gala, Skyball, raised 
more than $100,000 to support CNIB 
Foundation programs. The James Bond-
themed event included casino table 
games, live performances, auctions and 
entertainment. 

• More than 500 guests kicked up their 
boots at CNIB Muskoka: A Taste of Country 
in support of CNIB Lake Joe. This country 
affair featured celebrity emcee Joan Kelley 
Walker and internationally acclaimed Juno 
Award Nominee Beverley Mahood and 
friends. The event raised nearly $250,000 to 
help transform the camp into a year-round 
operation. 

• CNIB Night Steps, a pledged-based 
fundraising event, brought friends, 
families and pups together for walks 
under the stars. These events have raised 
$100,000 for community-based programs. 

• Our 50/50 raffles raised more than 
$350,000 to support CNIB Foundation 
programs, and the gaming team opened 
seven new lottery kiosks this year. 

• We hosted our first-ever Guide Dogs with 
Purpose Gala. Presented by Scotiabank, 
attendees were treated to an evening of 
glamour and fun while raising more than 
$75,000 for CNIB Guide Dogs. The inaugural 
event featured a red carpet, a photo booth, 
dancing and musical performances. 

Skyball Gala 

Joan Kelley Walker at CNIB Muskoka 
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Guide Dogs with Purpose Gala 14
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Live, Work & Play 
without Barriers 

On the road with the CNIB Eye Van – To provide patient-centred care, the CNIB Eye Van 
(Medical Mobile Eye Care Unit) partners with the Eye Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, 
a section of the Ontario Medical Association and the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-
Term Care. In partnership with 25 ophthalmologists and three staff (two nurses/ophthalmic 
assistants and a driver/assistant), the program serves 4,500 patients. But none of this would be 
possible without community support. A heartfelt thank you to our donors, community partners 
and service clubs for helping us ensure these high-quality, timely and essential services are 
available in Northern Ontario. 

Your Support 

As a charter member of the Imagine 
Canada Ethical Fundraising and Financial 
Accountability Code, CNIB takes pride in 
upholding the highest standard of ethics in 
the distribution of donations. Our financial 
statements were prepared in accordance 
with Canadian accounting standards for not-
for-profit organizations and were audited 
by Deloitte LLP. Last year, we invested more 
than $65 million in innovative programs and 
powerful advocacy for Canadians with sight 
loss. 

For full financial statements audited 
annually by Deloitte LLP, 
visit: cnib.ca/financials

76% 

21% 3%

http://cnib.ca/financials
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THANK YOU
Every year, we are astounded by the incredible support of our 
donors. Some of you attended or organized fundraising events 
while others signed up to be monthly donors, made gifts in your 
wills, or gave in memory of loved ones. You made it possible for 
thousands of Canadians with sight loss to live full, independent 
lives. Thank you. 

Major Gifts The CNIB Foundation thanks the following individuals, 
corporations, foundations, and service clubs who have 
made exceptional gifts of $5,000 or more. 

Anonymous (22) 
A.W.B. Charitable Foundation 
Abundance Canada 
Accessible Media Inc. 
Adler & Lipkus Family Foundation 
Adventurer Foundation 
Allan and Jo-Ann Lloyd 
Allard Foundation Ltd. 
The Alvin and Mona Libin Foundation 
Amica The Gleb Inc. 
Angela Ming Wong 
Ann K. Bucke 
The Anna & Edward C. Churchill Foundation 
Aqueduct Foundation 
AstraZeneca Canada Inc. 
Barbara Ritchie 
Bausch Foundation 
BC New Horizons for Seniors Project 
Bell Mobility 
The Birks Family Foundation 
B’Nai Brith Lodge 1191 Kingston 
Brian Moore Professional Corporation 
The Brian and Beverley de La Mothe 
Family Foundation 
Butler Brothers Supplies 

C. Janet Clark
Calgary Foundation
Canada Gives
The Canada Life Assurance Company
Canadian Boat Shows Inc.
Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities
Carleton Place Lions Club
Carol Williams
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
Central Okanagan Foundation
The Chanchlani Family Foundation
Chartwell Lord Lansdowne
Chatham Kent Community Foundation
City of Hamilton
City of Saskatoon
Cliff & Pat Glen Fund
Community Initiatives Program
Congregation of The Sisters of St. Joseph
In Canada
The Crabtree Foundation
Crosbie Group (1991) Limited
David and Helen Eastaugh
David and Janet Bentley Family Fund
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Delta Gamma Foundation
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Docteur Serge Carrière 
Donald and Nita Reed 
The Donalda McKenna Charitable Trust 
Dorothy Ryan Estate Fund 
Dorothy Strom 
Dorothy Sturtevant 
The Dr. Charles and Margaret Brown Foundation 
Dr. Edward and Mrs. Barbara Rafuse 
Dr. J. C. Douglas Milton 
Dr. Joseph Woon-Lim/Norma Chin-Sam 
Dr. Matthew T. S. Tennant 
Dr. R. Varma Medical Prof. Corp. 
Dr. Raul Garcia 
Dr. Rizwan (Amari, Kiana, Eli) Somani 
Dr. Samuel Robinson Charitable Foundation 
E. Neville Ward
Easter Seals PEI
Edmonton Community Foundation
Edmonton Jolly Fellows Lions Club
EK Immigration Consulting Limited
Ellis Packaging Limited
Erin Fraser-Reid
Ernest & Anne Steers Fund
Estevan Lions Club
Ewald Family Foundation
The Firstbrook Family
Fonds de bienfaisance des employés de 
Montréal, Bombardier
Fran and Maurice Cutler
Frank & Mary Uniac Charitable Fund Frederick 
and Douglas Dickson
Memorial Foundation
The Fredericton Community Foundation 
Gaponow Family Foundation
Gauthier Automotive Group
Geoffrey and Edith Wood Charitable Fund 
George H. Stedman Estate Foundation
Gerald C. Baines Charitable Foundation 
Giftfunds Canada Foundation
Gloria Pedersen
The Godfrey Family Foundation
Gordon and Sheryl Gibb
Government of Canada
Graham Williams
Graydon and Dorothy Morrison Fund
The Greater Saint John Community Foundation 
Guys That Give
Halton Region Community Investment Fund 
Harry M. Borsato

Helene Giasson 
Henriette and Leonard White Endowment Fund 
Horne Coupar LLP 
Howard Just 
Husky Energy 
ICICI Bank Canada 
J. Douglas Crawford
Jack and Lois Shirley O’Regan
Charitable Foundation
The Jack & Marjorie Todd Foundation
James K Hugessen
Jane Beaumont
Jean Ip Foundation
Joan & John Matheson
Joan and Don Walker and Family
Joan C. McCarter Foundation
Joan Page
Jocelyn Pascoe
Joe and Susan Salek
The John and Judy Bragg
Family Foundation
John M. & Bernice Parrott Foundation Inc.
John & Jacquie Rafferty
John Rook
Joyce Family Foundation
June Block Talking Clocks Fund
The Ken and Roma Lett Foundation
Kevin De Sousa
Kinsmen Club of Kingston
Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation
Klick Inc.
The Lank Family Fund
Larry Liu
The Law Foundation of Ontario
Lions Club of Edmonton Foundation
Lions Clubs of Newfoundland and Labrador
Lockhart Foundation
Lorne James Hooper
Louise Browne
Louise Elgert
Loyal Protestant Association
Lucille Roch
Lyft 
M. Gilles Laprade
M. Serge Delisle
Manitoba Association of Optometrists
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries
Mantella Corporation
Marion I.  Smith



18

Mary and John Crocker 
Mary Weingarden 
May and Stanley Smith Charitable Trust 
The McCain Foundation 
McFarlane - Karp Fund 
Mercer Canada 
Michael B. Decter Foundation 
Nalini Perera 
Nellis Roy Moyer & Mary Elizabeth Moyer 
Memorial Trust 
The Nanji Family Foundation 
Nashwaaksis Lions Club 
Nermine Elgammal 
The New Omega Medical Group 
Newmont 
Niagara Community Foundation 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc. 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 
Ottawa Community Foundation 
Park Derochie Community Action Fund 
Parkdale-Sherwood Lions Club Inc. 
Pat Martin Bates 
The Paterson Foundation 
Pauline L. Smith 
Peter Nicholson 
Philip Waite 
The Phyllis Evelyn Salter Foundation 
The Pioneer Group Inc. 
Porch to Pier 
Province of Nova Scotia 
Province of Ontario 
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund 
The Racioppo Family Foundation 
The Ralph M. Barford Foundation 
RBC Foundation  
Red Deer & District Community Foundation 
Rev. Annalies Lauber 
Robert Charbonneau 
Robert D. Penner 
Robert Kenny Fund 
Ronald and Yvonne Kruzeniski 
Ron and Anne Sidon 

Rondex Auto Body Supplies 
Sally and Brit Smith Trust Fund 
SaskPower 
Scotiabank  
SeaForce Group of Companies 
Seth Foundation for Health & Human Welfare 
Sofina Foundation 
Solcz Family Foundation  
South Saskatchewan Community Foundation 
Stephen Savidant 
Steve and Nancy Simonot and Family 
Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation 
Sue Creasy, Tim Bryne and Family 
Surinder Sakhuja 
Susan Creasy Financial Inc. 
Sussex Area Community Foundation 
Takla Foundation 
TD Bank  
TD Waterhouse 
Technip Canada Limited 
TELUS 
Throssell Holdings Inc. 
Thunder Bay Community Foundation 
Timothy Hogarth and The Hogarth Family 
Toronto Foundation 
Toronto Ophthalmological Society 
Uber Canada 
Unifor Social Justice Fund 
Up Fundraising 
Vancouver Foundation 
Vancouver International Airport Authority 
The Victoria Foundation 
VOCM Cares Foundation 
W. Selby Martin
Walmart Canada
Wasaga Beach Lions Club
Westgroupe
Westminster College Foundation
Wheaton Family Foundation
The William & Nancy Turner Foundation
The Winnipeg Foundation
Zorianna & Eugene Hyworon Foundation Inc.
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Estate Gifts We wish to honour the caring individuals who have left 
gifts in their wills to the CNIB Foundation. Our sincerest 
condolences to their families and friends. 

Anonymous (8) 
Estate of Aksel Iversen 
Estate of Alan B. McLean 
Estate of Alice Ethel MacInnes 
Estate of Alice Ruth Stark 
Estate of Amy Cayford 
Estate of Anita Magnus 
Estate of Anne Eirwen Croombs 
Estate of Anne-Marie Carr 
Estate of Anthony Caruk 
Estate of Barbara Doris Vengshoel 
Estate of Barbara Edith Grace Sole 
Estate of Barbara Jean Appleby 
Estate of Betty Joan Finch 
Estate of Bing-Ching Chan 
Estate of Carl Trygve Carlsen 
Estate of Carol Elizabeth MacKinnon 
Estate of Catherine Yolande Barsalo 
Estate of Charles Edward Deighton 
Estate of Constance Mary Hill 
Estate of David Evans 
Estate of David Lennie McGillivray 
Estate of Donald Clayton Schultz 
Estate of Donald William Frederick McDonald 
Estate of Dorothy Dorean Stevenson 
Estate of Dorothy Edna Jutton 
Estate of Dorothy Jean Gracie 
Estate of Dorothy Louise Ryan 
Estate of Edmond Paul Bartelen 
Estate of Edna Evelyn Power 
Estate of Edward Ernest Artelle 
Estate of Edward Hugh John Wilson 
Estate of Elaine Elizabeth Bewcyk 
Estate of Eleanor Maude Harper 
Estate of Elizabeth Love 
Estate of Elizabeth Martha Innes 
Estate of Elizabeth Minaker 
Estate of Elizabeth Young Stewart 
Estate of Ellen Mary Gertrude Barrett 
Estate of Ellinor Lynn Degagner 
Estate of Erika Steinberg 

Estate of Erma Maxine Luther 
Estate of Eva Ronne 
Estate of Florence Alice Smith 
Estate of Florence Elizabeth Johnston 
Estate of Florence Ella Smith 
Estate of Frances Emma Irish 
Estate of Frances Irene Whitney 
Estate of Francess Maura Barker 
Estate of Francis Ouellette (Foundation) 
Estate of Frederick Hazelhurst 
Estate of Gabriella Schmidt 
Estate of Gail Steinhausen 
Estate of Garry Brian Tucker 
Estate of Georgina Eva Emery 
Estate of Gordon Butler 
Estate of Grace Shonyo 
Estate of Gwendelyne Ethel Moysa 
Estate of Harold Donald Hafenbrack 
Estate of Harold Stubbs 
Estate of Hedley M. Smith 
Estate of Helen Celeste King 
Estate of Helen Gertrude McIntosh 
Estate of Helen Katherine Allan 
Estate of Helen Mary Duncan 
Estate of Helen Maude Campbell 
Estate of Helen Morse 
Estate of Herta Emmi Bertuleit 
Estate of Howard Jeffrey Brooks 
Estate of Ian Hopes Morris 
Estate of Ida May Keith 
Estate of Ingrid Marguerite Middlemass 
Estate of Irene Louise Francis 
Estate of Ivan Zecchini 
Estate of James Keith Booth 
Estate of James McMath 
Estate of Jane Catharine Grell 
Estate of Jayne Elizabeth Metcalf 
Estate of John Alan Saunders 
Estate of John Charles Andrews 
Estate of John Herbert Milnes 
Estate of John Hodges
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Estate of John Miles Fincham 
Estate of John Stokes 
Estate of Josette Ringlet 
Estate of Julia Mary Gray 
Estate of Karl Joseph Bokota 
Estate of Katherine MacDonald 
Estate of Kenneth Edward Glen Weedon 
Estate of Kenneth Hnidan 
Estate of Kenneth Lawrence Webb 
Estate of Lauren Geneva Glen 
Estate of Leona Josepha Hoefnagel 
Estate of Leonard Eaton Chase 
Estate of Lillian Henderson 
Estate of Lillian May Saunders 
Estate of Lilojean Frid 
Estate of Luella Albertha McCleary 
Estate of Marcy Baker 
Estate of Mardi Falconer 
Estate of Margaret Constance Morgan 
Estate of Margaret Marie Blackwell 
Estate of Margaret Murray Wilson 
Estate of Margaret Sybil Cloake 
Estate of Margaret Tidy 
Estate of Marguerite Millette-Trudeau 
Estate of Marie Germaine Miner 
Estate of Marie Helene 
Bernice Taillon Schweitzer 
Estate of Marie Mae McKinney 
Estate of Marie-Claire Claudette Durand 
Estate of Marion Hargen Mackenzie 
Estate of Marion Syska Hallett 
Estate of Mary Gregory 
Estate of Mary Griffin 
Estate of Mary Link 
Estate of Mary M. Young 

Estate of May Burton 
Estate of Michael Alexander Olgerd Brodsky 
Estate of Michael Bates Henning 
Estate of Michael Joseph Soltice 
Estate of Miriam Fearnley Smith 
Estate of Nancy Winifred Yeadon 
Estate of Nora Mary Parsons 
Estate of Noreen Iris Ferguson Allen 
Estate of Norma Luella McNicol 
Estate of Norman Moysa 
Estate of Pauline Frances Main 
Estate of Pauline Johanna Olthof 
Estate of Peter Spence Plow 
Estate of Peter Waldin 
Estate of Phyllis Lilian Ballantyne 
Estate of Pierrette Gosselin Gauvin 
Estate of Ralph Edwin Dymer 
Estate of Ralph Hillman Waite 
Estate of Richard Joseph Farmer 
Estate of Rita Ann Irwin 
Estate of Robert Lock 
Estate of Roger Alan Cotter 
Estate of Roland Boyd Ferris 
Estate of Rosalia Lena Souster 
Estate of Ruby Elizabeth Cole Barnhill 
Estate of Russel John Munro 
Estate of Sandra Perkins 
Estate of Sylvia Willemina Drop 
Estate of Thomas Gerald Lake 
Estate of Thomas Knevett Meacock 
Estate of Vesta Mae Monk 
Estate of Vincent Yule Smart 
Estate of Yvette Marie Banning 
Estate of Yvonne Elsbeth Schurmann 
Gerald Maurice Brawley Estate Foundation 

Many of our supporters have discovered that you can make a profound difference in the CNIB 
Foundation’s work with a little planning. We are here to help you explore the donation methods that 
will ensure your future gift is tax effective while taking your family’s needs into consideration. There 
are many different options besides a Gift in Your Will (Estate Gift), including RRSPs/RRIFs, charitable 
remainder trusts, guaranteed investment funds, TFSA’s, life insurance and charitable gift annuities. 

For more information, please contact: 
Cindi Meyer, Director, Planned Giving 
Cindi.Meyer@cnib.ca 1-800-563-2642 x7470

mailto:Cindi.Meyer@cnib.ca
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Friends for Life 
The CNIB Foundation thanks the following individuals 
for creating legacy gifts in support of the CNIB 
Foundation. We greatly appreciate our legacy donors 
whose gifts will touch countless lives for years to come. 

Anonymous (20) 
Ann Cornell 
Anna Palazzo 
Audrey Hertzberger 
Barbara Morton 
Bernice Wong 
Beverly Oshea 
Brian Mallett 
Carol M. Ashdown 
Cheryl A. Mitchell 
Christine Porter 
Claude Vaugeois 
Claudene Boreen 
Colleen Murray 
Danuta Sobotta 
Daxa Desai 
Dino Palazzo 
Dorothy Marshall 
Dr. Edward and 
Mrs. Barbara Rafuse 
Edna M. Chandler 
Edward Cleather 

Elaine Hay 
Erika Somogyi 
Frances Cutler 
Frank Lombardo 
Ginette Duranleau 
Gloria Sprague 
Goldie Sigal 
Gwen Hefferman 
Helen Simeonov 
Ida J. Martin 
Irene Parry 
Iris Haines 
James W. Chipman 
Jane Kennedy 
Janet Tivadar 
Joan I. Kington 
Joan Lewis 
Joanne Morton 
John Watchorn 
Joyce A. Gilchrist 
Judith A. Woodley 
Judy Parker 

June E. Marshall 
Kathy Wolsey 
Keith Gannon 
Ken Gartner 
Linda A. Walters 
Linda Boyce 
Linda Ecklund 
Lisa Sheehy 
Lorne Ballantyne 
Louise Desormeaux 
Mae Smith 
Margaret Dalrymple 
Margaret Hagerman 
Margaret R. Lowe 
Marilyn Rock 
Marion I. Smith 
Marjorie J. Johnston 
Mary Czukar 
Mary Jean M. 
B. Otway-Ruthven 
Mary Parker 
Mary-Jo Dell 

Maurice Cutler 
Milada Rysan 
Miriam Robbins 
N. Falconer 
Nancy Mills 
Nancy Tippett 
Nina Sedorova 
Nora G. Brunet 
Pamela Whaley 
Robert Manning 
Russell Melvin 
Sandra Phillips 
Shirley Gogol 
Shirley J. Powell 
Stacey Toews 
Tony Spenceley 
Véronique Poujol 
Vivian Wright 
Warren Kirwan 
Willa Byrne 
Yeung S. Yee 
Yvonne Greig 

CNIB Endowment Program - From its earliest roots in the 1950s, the CNIB Endowment Program was 
born out of a desire to provide sustainable funding for programs that benefit individuals impacted by 
blindness. Seventy years later, the CNIB Endowment Program totals $11 million, ranging in size from 
$1,200 to $2 million. The program categories include children and youth, adults and seniors, research 
and technology, literacy and library, and CNIB Lake Joe. In 2017, two funds were created in honour of 
CNIB’s first century, the CNIB Guide Dog Fund and The Second Century Fund, an unrestricted pool. The 
Second Century Fund will become a priority as we move toward creating a nationwide campaign to 
grow the fund. With 4.5 per cent of capital distributed annually, The Second Century Fund provides a 
secure footing for sustainable resources. 

Creating a brighter future for Canadians with sight loss - Recent years have found a shift in thinking 
and planning – from “bequest” creation of endowments to gifts of current assets. Donors are creating 
endowed funds from gifts of shares, stocks, or property to fund the original capital – often, further gifts 
are added at the time of death. By creating an endowment in real time, donors are enjoying the benefits 
of knowing how their capital investment is doing while using it to encourage friends, families, and 
associates to make gifts in their honour. 

For more information, please contact: 
Eyre Purkin Bien CFRE, Senior Advisor, Philanthropy 
EyrePurkin.Bien@cnib.ca 1-800-563-2642 x5091

mailto:EyrePurkin.Bien@cnib.ca
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Founded in 1918, the CNIB Foundation is a 
non-profit organization driven to change 
what it is to be blind today. We deliver 
innovative programs and powerful advocacy 
that empower people impacted by blindness 
to live their dreams and tear down barriers to 
inclusion. Our work as a blind foundation is 
powered by a network of volunteers, donors 
and partners from coast to coast to coast. 

/MyCNIB @cnibfoundation 

/cnibnatcomm @CNIB 

cnib.ca 1-800-563-2642 info@cnib.ca

http://cnib.ca
mailto:info@cnib.ca
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