
[image: image1.png]FOUNDATION




2018 CNIB National Braille Conference
Braille & Technology: Changing perceptions
Thursday, Oct. 18 and Friday, Oct. 19, 2018


Ontario Science Centre 

770 Don Mills Road 

Toronto, Ontario

M3C 1T3


Day 1 – Thursday, October 18
	FROM
	EVENT
	LOCATION

	8:00 a.m. – 3:55 p.m.
	Registration
	Mezzanine

	All day 
	Exhibits
	Mezzanine 

	8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Breakfast 

Welcome remarks, brief update on CNIB new strategic plan and programs by Angela Bonfanti, vice president of, Ontario and Quebec, The CNIB Foundation

	Telus 

	9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
	Session 1 Workshops
	See page 3

	11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
	Session 2 Workshops
	See page 3

	12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
	Lunch
Keynote presentation From Couch Potato to Ironman: It's all about setting yourself up for success! by Diane Bergeron, vice president engagement and international affairs, The CNIB Foundation
	Telus 

	1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
	Session 3 Workshops
	See pages 3

	2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
	Session 4 Workshops 
	See pages 4

	4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
	Invisible Essence: The Little Prince by French-Artist Claude Garrandes and the team behind the documentary film, Invisible Essence: The Little Prince
	Telus 

	5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
	Volunteer Recognition Award 
	TBA


	Session 1 (9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	101.Making Braille Cool (Again)
	Karen Brophy
	Telus

	102. Braille for STEM Studies and More!
	Andrea Voss
	Gemini 1

	103. New Dimensions of Braille/iPhone Integration: Enhanced Interaction, Multi-Tasking and Communication
	Tom Dekker
	Gemini 2 

	104. Changing Perceptions with Grade 1 Braille Mode.
	Darleen Bogart
	Bistro 


	Session 2 (11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	201. From Print to Braille: What Readers, Parents and Teachers Need to Know
	Jen Goulden
	 Gemini 1



	202. Employment of Blind and Partially Sighted Canadians in 2018
	Mahedeo Sukhai
	Gemini 2 



	203. Tactile Graphics: Interactive Literacy in Everyday Life
	Emmanuel Blaevoet and Rebecca Blaevoet
	Telus 


	Session 3 (1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	301. Navigating the Post-Secondary System using Braille Technology
	Betty Nobel
	Gemini 1

	302. Intersections of Challenge and Change: AT, OT, and Client Learning Strategies
	Rosie Arcuri and Tal Klachook
	Gemini 2

	303. A Spider Lives on My Desk: The Varied Strategies I Use to Get My Job Done
	Christine Malec
	Telus 


	Session 4 (2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	401. Accessibility and Inclusion Are Not Synonymous, and Both are Necessary in a Working Environment
	Mahedeo Sukhai
	Gemini 1

	402. Returnships: Re-thinking the Traditional Internship
	Tina Sarkar-Thompson 
	Gemini 2

	403. All the Braille You Can Read
	Lindsay Tyler
	Telus 

	404. UEB Signs of Operation and Comparison


	Phyllis Landon
	Bistro


Day 2. October 19, 2018

	FROM
	EVENT
	LOCATION

	8:00 a.m. – 3:55 p.m.
	Registration
	Mezzanine

	All day 
	Exhibits
	Mezzanine 

	8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
	Breakfast 
 
Keynote presentation: 
Strengthening the body mind and spirit for Braille and Beyond 
Presented by Marie Clair Bilyk, program lead, peer support programs, The CNIB Foundation

	Telus 

	9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
	Session 5 Workshops
	See page 5

	11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
	Session 6 Workshops
	See page 5

	12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
	Lunch and Creative Writing Contest 
	Telus 

	1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
	Session 7 Workshops
	See pages 5 and 6

	2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
	Session 8 workshops 
	See pages 6

	4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
	Assistive Technology discussion panel sponsored by Bell 
	Telus 


	Session 5 (9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	501. Optimizing Braille Efficiency in the Classroom with the BrailleNote Touch
	Michel Pepin
	Gemini 1

	502. Listen and They Will Learn
	Natalie Martinello
	Gemini 2

	503. Braille Plus Technology = #Winning
	Matthew Campbell
	Telus 

	504. UEB Technical Material: Format
	Bonnie Read and Lorraine Banks
	Bistro 


	Session 6 (11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	601. Improving Braille Availability in Canadian Public Libraries 


	Marcia Yale
	 Gemini 1



	602. Getting Started with Braille on the iPhone: Hands-On Strategies for Success
	Kim Kilpatrick
	Gemini 2 



	603. Camp Programming and the ECC: Addressing the Self-Esteem Needs of Youth with Vision Loss Through Group Programming
	Leanne Baarda
	Telus 

	604. Basics of Braille Technology With DBT
	Pamela Marzolini
	Bistro


	Session 7 (1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	701. Braille Through the Ages: How Braille is Being Used in the New Millennium
	Susan Vale
	Gemini 1

	702. The Accessible Neighborhood Initiative
	Shane Laurnitus and Mary Ann Bent
	Gemini 2

	703. Diffability: The Liberation of Potential
	Avesta Alani
	Telus 

	704. Proofreading Tricks That Really Do Work
	Darleen Bogart 
	Bistro


	Session 8 (2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.)

	Session Number and Title
	Presenter(s)
	Room 

	801. Your baby and braille
	Vanessa Yu
	Gemini 1

	802. Braille Typography Workshop
	Jeremy Forsyth
	Gemini 2

	803. Overview of Literacy and Upgrading Skills for the Deafblind
	Carolina Cohoo
	Telus 


Session Descriptions

101. Making Braille Cool (Again)
Braille is a shared responsibility: parent, child, teacher, student, transcriber, employee and employer braille user. What unites us? Community! For braille to be valued, we all play a role in elevating it from elevator buttons. We need to brag about braille. We need to fight for it! I will share some of my strategies for getting braille out into my community, and I want to hear about yours!

Presenter: Karen Brophy, program lead, literacy, The CNIB Foundation
102. Braille for STEM Studies and More!
This workshop will demonstrate how the new IRIE BrailleTrac 120 braille embosser can be used to assist in the teaching of science, technology, engineering and math for braille students. The demonstration will include the conversion of bitmaps to tactile graphics, graphing tools, and specialty tools for braille math that are used with the embosser. Wireless embossing features of the BrailleTrac 120, embossing directly from AirPrint and any mobile app that prints to an ink printer, with automatic translation to braille prior to embossing will be demonstrated.

Presenter:  Andrea Voss, assistive technology sales consultant, Frontier Computing
103. New Dimensions of Braille/iPhone Integration: Enhanced Interaction, Multi-tasking and Communication

Techniques that facilitate braille proficiency can now be transferred to the iOS touchscreen. Positional relationships learned tactually from a braille page can now be learned auditorily from the touchscreen. Adding a braille display helps touchscreen navigation become more “visual” and mouse-like.  See how this facilitates cross-application multi-tasking with combinations of braille and speech in notetaking while reading, participation in multimedia webinars, and when learning contracted braille in a new language.

Presenter: Tom Dekker, vision rehabilitation therapist and founder of iHabilitation Canada 
104. Changing Perceptions with Grade 1 Braille Mode  

Come and be part of the examination of when the Grade 1 indicator changes the perception of braille signs for the reader and clarifies it for the transcriber.

Presenter: Darleen Bogart, national convenor, The CNIB Foundation
201.  From Print to Braille: What Readers, Parents and Teachers Need to Know
You’ve probably heard statements like: “Braille is expensive!” and “Braille takes a long time to produce!” But have you ever wondered what’s really involved in transcribing novels, textbooks or bank statements? In this workshop, you’ll learn about various transcription methods and the role of the transcriber. You’ll also learn why the quality of source files is so important, and how braille readers can play an active role in accessing information in their format of choice.
Presenter: Jen Goulden, project & quality manager, Crawford Technologies Inc.
202. Employment of Blind and Partially Sighted Canadians in 2018 

The CNIB Foundation's research department conducted a survey of working-aged Canadians who are blind or partially sighted (BPS) as part of the International Levels of Employment Survey. We will present on level and type of employment, educational outcomes, barriers to employment, technologies use, community engagement, job and occupational satisfaction for working age BPS Canadians. Similar surveys have been conducted in New Zealand and Australia. We will describe the success factors in employment for BSP Canadians.
Presenter: Mahedeo Sukhai, head of research and chief accessibility officer, The CNIB Foundation
203. Tactile Graphics: Interactive Literacy in Everyday Life
We know any information is 100% better than no information. With that in mind, think of how much we depend on visuals in our everyday life, in our verbal interactions. Every university has a “quadrangle,” we talk about “love triangles,” “a web of lies,” “a maze of bureaucracy,” “connecting the dots.” Daisies look very different from lilies. The Taj Mahal and the Eiffel Tower cast unique shadows. This is a hands-on presentation which will examine the countless ways tactile graphics can be used to enrich the everyday lives of vision-impaired people of all ages. We will bring samples, but naturally there is great scope for home production.

Presenter: Emmanuel Blaevoet and Rebecca Blaevoet, Tactile Vision Graphics Inc.
301. Navigating the Post-Secondary System Using Braille Technology. 

This session will outline the role that braille technology can play in the transition to post-secondary learning. Topics covered will include the advantages of the ElBraille for scanning and reading online and other material, various options for producing math, and when and how to use your IDevice in class or at the library.
Presenter: Betty Nobel, retired vision teacher and college instructor
302. Intersections of Challenge and Change: AT, OT, and Client Learning Strategies
The demographic shift in the Canadian aging population is leading to a mounting epidemic of vision loss in Canada. Adding to this challenge, more people with vision loss are experiencing comorbidities including stroke and depression, which can affect the way one learns. This session will provide a brief theoretical presentation on various conditions and potential barriers associated with learning, as well as a discussion on teaching strategies professionals can use to best assist their clients.

Presenter: Rosie Arcuri, assistive technology instructor, BALANCE for Blind Adults

303. A Spider Lives on My Desk: The Varied Strategies I Use to Get My Job Done 

Even in a workplace dedicated to inclusivity for all, being a blind employee is an ongoing exercise inadaptability and resourcefulness. Braille, high-tech, low-tech, creativity, ingenuity, humor, and cooperative colleagues are all necessary elements to success. Each new task requires leveraging the skills and equipment we have. “How can I do my job as independently as possible?” This is a question I answer each day in small ways, and each answer builds on itself.
Presenter: Christine Malec, hub master, The CNIB Foundation
401. Accessibility and Inclusion are Not Synonymous, and Both are Necessary in a Working Environment
Accessibility and inclusion are not synonymous, and both are necessary in a working environment. Attitudinal barriers remain the biggest challenge for persons with disabilities. CNIBs organizational mandate on accessibility targets cultural change to model inclusive workplace practices especially for the blind and partially sighted. We will demonstrate how a holistic approach to accessibility and inclusion must embrace multiple domains, engage managers as allies, use empowerment to voice concerns, and create accessible documents and communication strategies.
Presenter: Mahedeo Sukhai, head of research and chief accessibility officer, The CNIB Foundation 
402. Returnships: Re-thinking the Traditional Internship 

Together, the CNIB Foundation and Deloitte are smashing employment barriers with their innovative Internship/Returnship Program. Approximately 70 per cent of working age blind or partially sighted Canadians are unemployed. Blind and partially sighted job seekers report that despite their education, employers have not hired them because they do not have work experience. They cannot get work experience because employers have not hired them. It is a vicious circle. This program has provided job seekers with hands-on practical work experience that can be taken to other employers.  

Presenter: Tina Sarkar-Thompson, manager, human resources, The CNIB Foundation
402. Intersections of challenge and change: AT, OT, and Client Learning Strategies

The demographic shift in the Canadian aging population is leading to a mounting epidemic of vision loss in Canada. Adding to this challenge, more people with vision loss are experiencing comorbidities including, stroke and depression, which can affect the way one learns. This session will provide a brief theoretical presentation on various conditions and potential barriers associated with learning, as well as a discussion on teaching strategies professionals can use to best assist their clients.
Presenter: Rosie Arcuri, assistive technology instructor, BALANCE for Blind Adults
403. All the Braille You Can Read 

Imagine more than 500,000 braille titles for all ages available in one easy-to-navigate collection. Be among the first to learn about CELA's new website and digital platform which will allow users to discover and receive materials from both CELA and Bookshare's braille collections in electronic or embossed formats in one place. Learn more about how Bookshare's automated braille process, and how CELA will provide new options to library patrons seeking braille.
Presenter: Lindsay Tyler, senior manager, CELA
404. UEB Signs of Operation and Comparison 
Unified English Braille Guidelines for Technical Material is being updated. The first new section, Signs of Operation and Comparison, is now ready and will be presented at this workshop. Take an in-depth look at the 30 symbols (plus, minus and equals are just the start), the new presentation of the rules, the many new examples, and the improved explanation of the exceptions.
Presenter: Phyllis Landon, code maintenance officer, International Council on English Braille (ICEB)
501. Optimizing Braille Efficiency in the Classroom With the BrailleNote Touch. 

As tablets and Chromebooks have gained popularity in classrooms around the world, many students with visual impairments are expected to efficiently be able to use these mainstream devices at the same level as their sighted peers. Although mainstream devices are generally designed to be accessible for everyone, but efficient for the sighted population. With the focus on efficiency for the braille user, the BrailleNote Touch offers apps for virtually every classroom, from book reading and word processing, to its newest addition, KeyMath.  

Presenter: Michel Pepin, Canada sales director, Humanware
502. Listen and They Will Learn

Results from a study on the experiences of adults and seniors who have learned braille. The prevalence of older adults with vision loss is expected to double by 2050. Braille is one reading option for people with vision loss, but little is known about how to best meet the needs of adults and seniors learning braille. This workshop presents results from a study on the experiences of adults and seniors who have learned braille, and the facilitators and barriers encountered throughout the process. Results provide important insight to improve training. 
Presenter: Natalie Martinello, PhD candidate, Université de Montréal
503. Braille plus Technology = #Winning

Did you know that in 2010, less than 10 per cent of blind children could read and write braille? Instead, they are being taught how to use technology to get school work done. It doesn't need to be this way though, because braille and technology can work together to promote literacy for tomorrow's blind adults. Come learn how braille and technology can break down barriers, and set students up for success.

Presenter: Matthew Campbell, specialist, assistive technology, Vision Loss Rehabilitation Ontario

504. UEB Technical Material: Format

UEB Guidelines for Technical Material provides very little guidance for format, the position of those dots on the page. This presentation will focus on the format for math and other technical examples of situations not addressed in Braille Formats.
Presenter: Lorraine Banks, Volunteer, transcriber and instructor, The CNIB Foundation
601. Improving Braille Availability in Canadian Public Libraries

In the spring of 2018, a team of braille users wrote a paper on the delivery of braille formats through Canadian public libraries. Their goal was to understand the Canadian braille landscape, and to improve access to braille for readers whose current access might be limited by geography, technology, and/or cost. This presentation will report on the paper’s issues and recommendations, which are currently available online in multiple formats and in English and French: https://nnels.ca/braillestudy
Presenter: Marcia Yale, NNELS
602. Getting Started with Braille on the iPhone: Hands-On Strategies for Success 

Participants in this workshop will learn all they need to know to get started with braille on the iPhone. Topics include braille screen input and braille settings in the latest iOS update.

Time will be allotted during the final portion of the workshop to answer questions and to provide one-on-one assistance. This workshop will be of interest to braille users, teachers and parents. Come and learn how braille + technology = independence!

Presenter: Kim Kilpatrick, Canadian Council for the Blind

603. Camp Programming and the ECC: Addressing the Self-esteem Needs of Youth with Sight Loss Through Group Programming
Our session will discuss how the expanded core curriculum influenced our camp program design. Lack of motivation and low self-esteem affects the success of rehabilitation goals of our youth with vision loss. By addressing them in a group setting using our new self-esteem curriculum, we were able to motivate our youth to setting new and exciting goals for themselves. Explore with our TIES staff how our youth increased their independence through peer support and engaging discussions as well as skill development.
Presenter: Leanne Baarda, specialist, independent living skills, Vision Loss Rehabilitation Ontario
604. Basics of Braille Technology With DBT  

The Duxbury Braille Translator (DBT) changed perceptions about braille production when it was introduced at the CNIB Foundation in 1976 – and has continued to do so ever since. Come to the workshop presentation to learn to start a new file in DBT; import a Word file into DBT; and to edit and format using codes and styles. 
Presenter: Pamela Marzolini, volunteer and braille instructor, The CNIB Foundation
701 Braille Through the Ages: How Braille is Being Used in the New Millennium  

An interactive discussion panel of braille users aged 10-60. Participants share their personal journeys, and the important role braille has played in the major aspects of their lives; education, vocation, recreation and the happy pursuit of their daily activities. Followed by an interactive discussion regarding the needs and desires of VIP Community.

Presenter: Suzan Vaile, co-ordinator, literacy, The CNIB Foundation 

702. The Accessible Neighbourhood Initiative

The free BlindSquare Event app allows people with sight loss to explore their surroundings independently. In concert with peripheral technology, the app provides spoken information about businesses and facilities as you pass. Following the success of ShopTalk: BlindSquare Enabled', the CNIB Foundation is expanding the presence of accessible neighbourhoods throughout Canada. As part of a larger strategy to provide barrier-free communities for all Canadians, the CNIB Foundation is embracing new technology and methods to bring wayfinding indoors.
Presenters: Shane Laurnitus, lead, accessible technology, and Mary Ann Bent, specialist, commercial accessibility deployment, The CNIB Foundation
703. Diffability: The Liberation of Potential 

The disability of "disability" and how to reform the identity and conception through language. Where did this conception birth from? What have been its implications among society institutions, and at the individual level? The evaluation of these questions...the reform of "diffability".
Disability is usually seen as sociology or institutional discussion; however, the linguistic implications, its limitations, and its dual impact are ones that are profound to the barriers today, and it is important that the participants become more enlightened in this doctrine. In finding solutions and developments for disabilities we usually take the option as is, and work from it, but it is important to unravel what the notion is, where it came from and is it even accurate. 
Presenter: Avesta Alani, second-year law student, author of “Difffability: The Liberation of Potential”, and member of CNIB National Youth Council
704. Proofreading Tricks That Really Do Work
This is an interactive workshop with proofreading tricks that braille transcribers have found work for them. In addition to the panel presentation there will be ample time for workshop participants to share their tricks and to ask questions.
Presenter: Darleen Bogart, national convenor, The CNIB Foundation
801. Your baby and braille 
With guidance from parents and professionals, infants can gain the skills to become proficient braille readers early in life. 

The main objective is to prepare your baby or toddler (0-3 years old) for reading braille. The discussion will include the creation of a braille-enriched learning environment and activities that promote the development of motor skills, concepts, and oral language.

Presenter: Vanessa Yu, BA ECS, CDA. Early Intervention Specialist, Vision Loss Rehabilitation Ontario
802. Braille Typography Workshop
This workshop will introduce participants to the seven principles of universal design by exploring fundamental principles of typography such as ascenders, terminals, counters, tails and junctions. After a brief history of accessible typography, participants will be challenged to create their own "hybrid font" incorporating the braille alphabet into their letters to create a typeface that both sighted and blind readers can use. Digital files of your font will be emailed to participants after the workshop.

Presenter: Jeremy Forsyth, programing supervisor, Design Exchange 

803. Overview of Literacy and Upgrading Skills for the Deafblind

Literacy is vital to employment, productivity and high standard of living. Solving the problem of inadequate literacy skills requires concerted action from organizations, educators, communities, individuals, and government. CNIB Deafblind Community Services offers a unique program that fosters awareness of the importance of investing in literacy and enhances upgrading skills for personal success. Let's chat and learn about this unique and inclusive program!

Presenter: Carolina Cohoo, specialist, Deafblind literacy, CNIB Deafblind Community Services
Keynote Presentations and discussion panels: 
From Couch Potato to Ironman: It's All About Setting Yourself Up for Success!

By Diane Bergeron, vice president, engagement and international affairs, The CNIB Foundation
How many times have you felt that you failed at something? Have you ever asked yourself why? Diane Bergeron, vice president, engagement and international affairs for the CNIB Foundation will take you through her experience of going from a couch potato to an ironman in only 5 short years. How did she do it? "It is all about establishing goals that set you up for success". 

Invisible Essence: The Little Prince
Panelists: Charles Officer, Claude Garrandes, and Jake Yanowski
Join the team behind the feature documentary film, Invisible Essence: The Little Prince, as they present clips from their epic journey that traces Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s masterful novella, the most translated book on the planet after the Bible. Focusing on the most important theme of the book: “What is essential is invisible to the eye” the film features a seven-year-old boy with vision loss, who discovers the story through a braille version of The Little Prince created by French visual artist Claude Garrandes. Invisible Essence: The Little Prince offers a cinematic rendering about humanity and the intersection of technology. 

Strengthening the body mind and spirit for Braille and Beyond 

By Marie Clair Bilyk, program lead, peer support programs, The CNIB Foundation
This presentation will apply cutting edge biomechanics, neuro-science and psychology to strengthen the body, mind and spirit of people who are blind and low vision. Strong people can flourish in the face of adversity and build lives full of joy and meaning.

Marie Claire has a Master of Science in Nutrition from the University of British Columbia, she conducted and published research on the eating habits of people who are blind and low vision. She is a Paralympic double gold medalist in the sport of swimming and started her own prenatal fitness and nutrition company. She currently lives in London, Ontario, with her husband and two teenage children and has served one year as a program lead for peer support on the CNIB Foundation - Ontario West.
The Accessible Technology Panel 
Panelist: Kataryna Patsak, Product Specialist, Bell, Michel Pepin, Canada Sales Director, Humanware Jason Fayre, national lead, accessibility and assistive technology, and Shane Laurnitus, lead, accessibility technology, The CNIB Foundation   

The evolution of accessible technology has reached a point where the world is accessible to your fingertips.  Advances in accessible technology have made it easier than ever before to access information, communicate with others, keep yourself organized, and travel to appointments and outings. Whether you are employed, a student or home much of the time, there is technology that can meet your needs. 

The Accessible Technology Panel is a group of accessible technology specialists who will be highlighting the impact of technology on the lives of people who are blind or have low vision.  Each panelist will be discussing a specific area of accessible technology and the support it can provide at work, school and in everyday life.
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